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Anew look for Concordia’s shuttle buses was celebrated this week. Seen above are Manager of Distribution and Transportation Pat Pietromonaco, Vice- 
Rector Services Michael Di Grappa, Provost Jack Lightstone, Senior Graphic Designer Chris Alleyne (whose art is featured on the buses), Marketing 
Communications Director Sandra Spina and Rector Frederick Lowy. The four new buses, plus one spare, hold up to 80 people, compared to 53 passengers 
for the old ones, and can accommodate two wheelchairs. More than 5,000 passengers ride the shuttle bus daily — that’s an estimated 1 million passen- 
gers per year. These buses use biodiesel fuel,too, thanks to the Sustainability Project. Please see page 6. 


Martin Singer named Provost 


Concordia's Board of Governors has approved 
the recommendation of an advisory search com- 
mittee to appoint Martin Singer, currently Dean 
of Arts and Science, as Provost, for a five-year 
term beginning June 1, 2004. 

The Provost is the senior academic officer of 
the university. Singer will succeed Jack 
Lightstone, who is finishing his second five-year 
term. 

Dr. Singer has a BA from Hunter College, and 
an MA in East Asian studies and a PhD in histo- 
ry from the University of Michigan. He has has 
been a professor at Concordia since 1972 and 
continues to teach in the Department of 
History. His field includes Chinese history and 
contemporary Chinese-Canadian academic rela- 
tions. 

He took on the post of Dean in 1997, and 
proved to be a dynamic leader. The search com- 
mittee was impressed by his planning skills, his 
capacity to make judicious appointments, and 
his ability to earn the loyalty of other academic 
administrators in Concordia’s largest faculty. 

An able organizer, he successfully divided the 
department chairs into three sectors, humani- 
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2 Soft software: 
Programs tested 
for usability 


ties, social sciences and sciences. 

Rector Lowy, in making the announcement, 
said, “I am very pleased with the appointment of 
Martin Singer to this key position. 

“His commitment to academic excellence is 
exemplary and he has certainly left his mark on 
the Faculty of Arts and Science. His understand- 
ing of the issues facing the university in the 
coming five years and his grasp of the impor- 
tance and potential of the role of Provost is most 
impressive. 

“I have every confidence that he will provide 
strong academic leadership and build on the 
tremendous legacy left by Jack Lightstone.” 

During his 30-year academic career at 
Concordia, Singer served first as Assistant 
Provost in the new Faculty of Arts and Science 
from 1977 to 1980, and then as Provost in the 
Faculty from 1980 to 1985. He was also the 
founding Director of the Council for Inter- 
national Academic Co-operation from 1986 to 
1989, and served as Acting Chair and Chair of 
the History Department from 1994 until he was 
appointed Dean. 
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Linguists speechless: 
$2.5 million grant 


By SARAH BINDER 


Concordia’s linguistics program 
continues to soar, most recently with a 
high-profile participation in a project 
awarded a five-year $2.5-million grant 
by Canada’s Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council. 

The grant, the maximum. handed 
out by the federal agency, goes to a 
project directed by Université de 
Québec 4 Montréal linguist Anne- 
Marie Di Sciullo that aims to chart the 
cognitive basis of language. 

“Each language might use some 
building blocks and not others, but 
there's a finite set of building blocks, 
and that’s what we're trying to discov- 
er,” explained linguist Charles Reiss, 
one of four Concordia professors 
among the project's 15 co-researchers. 

The other Concordia participants 
are: Mark Hale, Reiss’s colleague in 
Linguistics; Sabine Bergler, Computer 
Science; and Roberto de Almeida, 
Psychology. 

Reiss and Hale specialize in the 
branch of theoretical linguistics 
known as phonology, de Almeida is an 
expert in psycholinguistics and neu- 
rolinguistics, and Bergler’s domain is 
computational linguistics. 

UQAM is the only other university 
with as many professors as Concordia 
on Di Sciullo’s research team. The oth- 
ers members are sprinkled among var- 
ious Canadian universities; one is at 
MIT. The project, a SSHRC Major 
Collaborative Research Initiative 
(MCRI), also draws on 27 collaborators 
from some of the most important lin- 
guistics programs in the world, Reiss 
said. 

The prominence of Concordia 
among the co-researchers belies the 
size of the university's Linguistics pro- 
gram. The program, part of the 
Classics, Linguistics and Modern 
Languages Department, has only three 
full-time professors for 145 under- 
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grads. It has no graduate students 
except for those in SIPs (Special 
Individualized Programs) hosted by 
the School of Graduate Studies. 

However, the university is gaining a 
name for itself in the field of linguis- 
tics, thanks to Reiss and Hale, who 
have taught at Concordia for nine and 
10 years respectively. 

The pair established the biennial 
North America Phonology Conference 
in 2000. Reiss says it is the most 
important phonology conference on 
the continent today. 

Their work is based on “the abstract 
view that phonology is not about 
speech sounds but about patterns and 
abstract relations, mental entities,” 
Reiss said. It’s an approach that “puts 
phonology in the domain of cognitive 
science, the general study of the mind, 
of intelligence.” 

Their research combines aspects of 
psychology, philosophy, and math 
applied to human language. “We don't 
do experiments, we do theoretical 
modeling of the mind.” 

For example, Reiss noted, the plural 
marker in English is pronounced dif- 
ferently in a very regular pattern that 
depends on the final sound of the root. 

“A phonologist figures out those 
patterns, and the kind of computa- 
tions the mind has to be capable of to 
act in this rule-governed way,’ he said. 
“You can think of it as an abstract 
computer program in the mind that is 
responsible for the regularity with 
which we speak, the regularity with 
which our sentences are structured.” 

Reiss and Hale have been working 
with Di Sciullo for about four years, 
including on a previous MCRI and ona 
project funded under the Valorisation 
Recherche Québec program. 

She has been testing the hypothesis 
that all the relations that matter in 
grammar in the human language fac- 
ulty are asymmetrical relations. 

continued on page 8 
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Software with a human touch 


By KATE SHINGLER 


Computer Science Professor Thiruvengadam 
Radhakrishnan and Assistant Professor Ahmed Seffah are 
trying to bridge the digital divide. 

They are part of a team called the Human-Centred 
Software Engineering group, or HCSE, who 
are trying to develop a new and friendlier 
generation of computer software. 
Radhakrishnan says he wants to design and 
develop user interfaces with enough virtual 
intelligence to overcome the frustration that 
many people have with technology. 

Seffah holds the Concordia Research Chair 
in Human-Centred Software Engineering. 
Before coming to Concordia two years ago, he 
worked at CRIM, the Computer Research 
Institute of Montreal, where he studied user- 
interface design. 

Currently the team is working in the ER 
building, but they are looking forward to the 
opening of the new complex on Guy and Ste. 
Catherine Sts., where the Usability and 
Empirical Studies Lab will have its perma- 
nent home, with state-of-the-art software, 
hardware and audio/video equipment. 

The actions and expressions of the user are 
recorded by a camera from behind a one-way 
mirror, as are the contents of the computer 
screen. The facility includes a studio for 
design work, using storyboards, scenarios 
and mobile applications. Several testing 
rooms simulate real-work environments. A 
mobile and wireless component allows researchers to con- 
duct studies with users at work and remotely via the 
Internet. 


The first step is to analyze the way a person interacts 
with software; the second is to use the results these obser- 
vations to design more useful tools. 

“Our work is to develop tools and techniques that engi- 
neers can use to conduct studies and test usability,’ Saffah 
said. The work is new in Quebec and relatively new in 





Thiruvengadam Radhakrishan and Ahmed Seffah 


Canada, though the Europeans have developed directives 
that certify IT products for usability. 
Colours, smells, sounds all contribute to making a prod- 





uct user-friendly, but the visual cues are paramount, Saffah 
said. The challenge is not only to study and understand 
computer programs, but to understand the reactions they 
elicit. This requires familiarizing oneself with human 
behaviour and learning to record that information. 

It's a multidisciplinary effort, combining psychology, 
industrial design, communication and the visual arts. The 
team is working with Psychology Professor Rex Kline, an 
expert in statistical and empirical data analysis, field 
observations, and surveys on development 
and administration. 

One of the group's recent achievements is 
QUIM, the Quality-in-Use Integrated 
Measurement framework. It provides a data- 
base of more than 300 measures related to the 
user's perception of software quality. Quality is 
measured according to reliability, usability, 
efficiency, maintainability, portability and 
functionality. 

Help for the technologically baffled can't 
come too soon, Seffah said. “Computers are 
everywhere, and we have a large variety of 
them now.’ 

Usability studies may be applied to many 
devices beyond the desktop computer, includ- 
ing those used in medicine, in industry, and in 
mass transportation. In fact, usability is inti- 
mately coupled with safety and security. 
Saffah offered the example of a faulty cancer 
irradiation device that eventually cost some 
patients their lives. 

This tragic example illustrates that design- 
ing the correct user-interface is not easy. “It 
requires research, user validation and careful 
balancing of many tradeoffs,” he said. 


MARC BOURCIER 


Reprinted with permission from the current issue of the 


Engineering and Computer Science Faculty Quarterly. 


Planner John Zacharias on China, where the bicycle is king 


By FRANK KUIN 


Concordia’s John Zacharias has been helping China 
develop some of its fast-growing cities. 

For eight years, the current chair of the Department of 
Geography, Planning and Environment has travelled fre- 
quently to Shanghai and other cities in 
China as a consultant on urban develop- 
ment. 

On these trips, he provides perspectives on 
planning issues to Chinese planners and 
government officials. It gives him the chance 
to combine his expertise in central city 
development with his passion for China. 

“Very few planners have the opportunity 
to work in that environment,” Zacharias 
recently told an informal brown-bag session 
at Concordia’s School of Community and 
Public Affairs. 

“Most of us are just doing little things in 
our current environment; we're not building 
new cities. In China, they are building new 
cities, so that’s exciting for an urban planner. 
It’s a great opportunity to have some 
impact.” 

In addition to Shanghai, Zacharias has 
been dealing with planning issues in the 
cities of Tanggu, in Northern China, and 
Tianjin, a city about 140 kilometers from 
Beijing. 

His involvement began when he was invit- 
ed to sit on a jury for a design project in 
Tanggu in 1996. A few years later, he was 
invited to Tianjin to study the challenge of massive flows of 
bicycle traffic in that city. 

Ever since, he’s been going back, sometimes by invita- 
tion, sometimes at his own initiative, to meet with his con- 
tacts in the planning departments and with experts on 
transportation issues. 
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Over the years, he has taken several students to China to 
study urban development there and meet with Chinese 
universities. The next such field trip is planned for May. 

“The door is always open,’ Zacharias said, explaining the 
culture of consultation in China. “They want to hear what 
we have to say about certain problems.” 





There are still more bikes than cars on this street in Tianjin. 


In fact, he said, “local planners find it useful to have for- 
eigners come in,” particularly to provide critical observa- 
tions about past practices or current ideas. That’s because 
they “can’t say certain things to their leaders” in the top- 
down structure of decision-making in China. 

For instance, Zacharias sees a “lack of integration” in 


Chinese cities as a result of rapid urbanization and money 
being made available by ambitious local officials to devel- 
op their towns. 

Often, a modern project like a highway or a pedestrian 
mall is constructed “without consideration of how it would 
be integrated in the city,” he said. The result is a “night and 
day effect” of shiny new projects that seem out 
of place in their traditional environment of 
micro-businesses in old streets. 

Some local officials would like to diminish 
the use of bicycles in their cities, which they 
see as a sign of backwardness. Untold numbers 
of cyclists on the main avenues of some cities 
present specific transportation challenges. 

“Cyclists really are the kings of the road; cars 
have to manage around them.” 

Zacharias has done research on bicycle use 
in China. For instance, in Tianjin, 52 per cent 
of all trips over half a kilometer are done by 
bicycle (in a city like Montreal, that number 
would be about two per cent by bicycle alone, 
10 per cent by bicycle and on foot). 

In Shanghai, Zacharias has surveyed some 
2,000 households about their bicycle use. 
Among other things, he found that it doesn’t 
decline as people's incomes rise. That's 
because even when someone can afford a car, 
it’s still more efficient to ride a bike and not get 
stuck in traffic. 

Political authorities see bicycles as an irri- 
tant in transportation, but Zacharias dis- 
agrees. 

“Cities should accept the major role of bicy- 
cles,” he said. “It’s a way of preserving traditional cultural 
life. Reverting to cars and buses will contribute to the 
decline of street life. 

“People need to tell them: you have a wonderful situation 
here,” he said. “I am quite happy if I can contribute some- 
how to that discussion.” 
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Student recruits students 
for Canada’s Public Service 


Luiza Ratkowska 


By CoLLEEN GAUTHIER 


As the end of the year quickly approaches, 
prospective graduates are just beginning to think 
about future employment. But for Luiza Ratkowska, 
a third-year communication studies student, the 
decision has been made. 

“I would love to work for the government full-time 
after graduation,” she said in an interview. 

Ratkowska, a Polish-born Canadian, has been 
working with the federal government for three years 
as a student ambassador at the university for the 
Public Service Commission (PSC) of Canada. 

Her role at the PSC is twofold. “The main idea of a 
student ambassador is to increase the presence of 
the federal government on university campuses but 
to also promote the public service as an employer of 
choice to students,” she said. 

Ratkowska began her employment with the feder- 
al government when she graduated from CEGEP. 
That summer, she worked as a receptionist and was 
hired back to work part-time during the school year. 
Now she splits her time between working as a stu- 
dent ambassador to Concordia and doing human 
resources work in the PSC’s Montreal office. 

Promoting the federal government around cam- 
pus has proved to be a challenging task. When 
Ratkowska discovered she wasn't allowed to put 
posters around campus, she changed her advertis- 
ing tactics. 

“Now I get the word out on campus by contacting 
student groups, faculties and the career and place- 
ment office [CAPS]. I usually send out e-mails at key 
times of the year, like in October when applications 
[for the student work program] are due,” she said. 

Ratkowska’s techniques seem to be working. Last 
year, over 1,100 Concordia students applied for jobs 
in the public service through the Federal Student 
Work Experience Program, according to the PSC. 

Paula Cristea is a first-year student in accounting. 





She began working with the public service last sum- 
mer and is still working part time as an administra- 
tive assistant. 

“I think that students need to be aware of all the 
opportunities that are available to them and the 
government is a huge opportunity,’ Cristea said. She 
added that the good salary, benefits and possibility 
of advancement and movement within the govern- 
ment are advantages that all students should con- 
sider. 

Ratkowska is sometimes faced with young people 
who have a negative impression of government 
employment, thinking the people who work in pub- 
lic service are lazy paper-pushers. 

“I don’t know where that reputation came from. 
In any company, there will always be someone who 
doesn't do anything, but most people are really hard 
workers,” she said. And there is a lot of work to do. 

The PSC helps federal government departments 
fill vacant positions by posting the jobs online and 
pre-screening potential candidates. The jobs range 
from entry-level to management positions and from 
internships and summer work to full-time employ- 
ment. 

Ratkowska said that the majority of federal gov- 
ernment organizations go through the PSC to hire 
their employees, which means there are opportuni- 
ties for students and graduates in most fields, 

“Youd be surprised who hires through us. Even 
astronauts go through us. We have every job imagi- 
nable,” she said. 


Science College Annual Lecture 
“Hunting Dinosaurs From Pole to Pole” 


Philip J. Currie, Curator of Dinosaurs at the Royal Tyrrell Museum of 
Palaeontology and Adjunct Associate Professor, University of Calgary. 


March 18 at 8 p.m.in the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 





Truong Vo-Van (Vice-Provost, Research) was quoted in the January 
issue of Forces magazine. The story was titled,”Science in the city” and 
it described Montreal's four universities and what they're doing. 


Martin Racine (Design Art) was quoted in the same issue of Forces, 
under the headline ““When Art Meets Knowledge.” Racine teaches 
rapid prototyping, by which resin objects are designed entirely on a 
computer. The models are then used to construct objects or furniture 
invented by artists. The downside, he said, is that students can become 
computer-dependent, neglecting such practices as sketching. 


Frank Chalk (History) was interviewed on CBC Radio’s Home Run on 
Feb. 10 about the Montreal Institute for Genocide Studies. 


Chris Hinton (Cinema) was a guest on Global TV's This Morning Live on 
Feb. 18 to celebrate his Oscar nomination for Nibbles, his latest animat- 
ed short. In an article for The Gazette, Cilia Sawadogo, head of the ani- 
mation unit of the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema, said that the 
abundance of local jobs has leveled off, as some are being outsourced 
to cheaper markets abroad. 


Sara Terreault (Theology) was quoted in a Gazette article about the 
controversial film The Passion, by Mel Gibson. She said,“It doesn’t work 
on any level.” Taken out of context,“the fallout from the film is poten- 
tially anti-Semitic.” 


Provost Jack Lightstone and Dean Martin Singer were quoted in the 
lead article in the current issue of University Affairs. |t was about aca- 
demic exchanges with China, and is well worth reading. 


Graeme Decarie played adroit defence when The Gazette published a 
front-page photo of a painting that Haligonians claim prooves that 
hockey was invented there. He fired off a letter to the editor that said 
the picture was of an old British pick-up game called shinty. Hockey 
dates from the first rules, and they were invented in Montreal at the 
Victoria rink on Stanley St.in 1875. 


Andy Lamey, writing in the National Post, gave the latest book by 
David Howes (Sensual Relations) a generally favorable review, 
although he suggested whimsically that maybe it’s time an anthropol- 
ogist from New Guinea was sent here to study our academics. 


Carolyn Fick (History) was mentioned in Le Devoir regarding the 
exhibit she organized at Concordia on the bicentenary of Haiti. 


Norman Ravvin (Religion) was one of four writers who spoke at a 
round table on Jewish Canadian writing that was moderated by the 
CBC's Eleanor Wachtel. Pat Donnelly covered it for The Gazette. She 
said Ravvin “spoke from a rather provocative, clearly Western perspec- 
tive, having been brought up in Calgary.” 


Gender equality in athletic bursaries was the subject of several articles 
in The Gazette on Feb. 12. Women students received only 34 per cent 
of the record $4.1 million given out by Canadian universities in 2002- 
03. Angela Di Stasi (hockey) and Russell Makofsky (basketball) were 
quoted. 


The Current, Anna-Maria Tremonti’s weekday show on CBC Radio, 
included Guy Lachapelle (Political Science) on Feb. 16. He was react- 
ing to former federal cabinet minister Stéphane Dion’s explanation of 
how the Liberal Party in Quebec is funded and how it recruits new 
members, 


Loic Tassé (Political Science) was among several people interviewed 
on Télé-Québec on Feb. 18 about how dollar stores are proliferating 
around the world because of low labour costs, particularly in China, 
which is a specialty of his. 


Lorne Switzer (Finance) was involved in a discussion on CFCF News 
regarding the Canadian dollar hitting a 10-year high due to the falling 
U.S. dollar. 


Triant Flouris (Aviation MBA) said in The Gazette that free trade for air- 
lines would help vacationers and businesses enjoy better fares. 


Cherine Zananiri, Director of the Career Placement Centre, was quot- 
ed in Les Carriéres D’Avenir regarding career opportunities and 
employment trends. She said that while 70 per cent of JMSB grads 
have found employment in their field, it will take grads longer and 
they will need to work harder to find their first job in the future. 


Brian Petrie (Sociology/Anthropology, retired) was interviewed 
about being an Australian expatriate on a popular morning radio 
show in Sydney. 
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Concordia University Foundation 
grows to $71.4 million, Board told 


By Lauri€é ZACK 


The open session of the Feb. 19 meeting 
of the Board of Governors began with the 
announcement of the appointment of 
Martin Singer as Provost. 

Governor Richard Renaud then gave an 
overview of the University Foundation. 
Created in 1995, the Foundation has 
grown from a modest $1.5 million in 1995- 
96 to $71.4 million as of Dec. 31, 2003. The 
market value of funds invested by the 
Foundation has also increased from $16.5 
million to $78.2 in the same time frame. 
Funds transferred from the Foundation to 
the university have gone from $0.6 million 
in 1998-99 to $9.6 million in 2002-03. 

Renaud explained that despite recent 
difficulties for all universities during the 
market dip, Concordia did better than 12 
other universities grouped in the "middle 
to large fund” category ($30 to $99 mil- 
lion). Concordia also performed well com- 
pared to the 60 Canadian universities. 
Renaud identified the portfolio managers 
of the various Foundation funds and 
reviewed the performance of each one. 

Reporting for the Real Estate 
Committee, Jonathan Wener explained 
that although the construction of the 
Engineering, Computer Science and 
Visual Arts Complex is running several 
months behind schedule, he does not fore- 
see cost overruns. The project is being 
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Alumni Association Recognition Awards 
Alumni of the Year - Benoit Pelland Distinguished Service Award 
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Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching - MBA Alumni of the Year Award 
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monitored closely and adjustments will be 
made to assure cost controls without 
compromising the quality of the struc- 
ture. In consultation with the Faculties, 
the plans have been modified for a Spring 
2005 opening. 

Government support and potential 
donor support (including major donors) is 
being examined in order to finalize the 
construction schedule of the JMSB build- 
ing. 

Wener said the committee is looking at 
several innovative funding ideas for 
addressing a pressing need for 300-500 
residence spaces. 

Lastly, Wener announced an exciting 
design concept for the Drummond 
Science Building renovations. The design 
will create an amphitheatre-type area in 
the quadrangle and tunnel connections to 
the new Richard J. Renaud Science 
Complex. Detailed plans will be coming to 
the Board soon. 


Search and Evaluation Committees 


The Board approved the composition of 
the Advisory Search Committee for the 
Vice-Rector Advancement and Alumni 
Affairs. Dr. Lowy will chair the committee 
and Enza de Cubellis (Assistant to the 
Rector) will act as Secretary. The Board 
will be represented by Peter Kruyt and 
Richard Renaud and Alain Benedetti will 


Student Award 


of geometric abstraction. In 1965 he showed 


be the alumni representative. Two faculty 
representatives, a student and a staff rep- 
resentative remain to be chosen. 

The Board also established the compo- 
sition of an Evaluation Committee for the 
Vice-Rector Services. The Committee will 
be composed of a chair and secretary, a 
Board member from the community-at- 
large or alumni, four full-time faculty 
members representing each of the 
Faculties, one part-time faculty represen- 
tative, a representative of the senior 
administration, two students (undergrad 
and grad) and a member of administrative 
and support staff (preferably from the sec- 
tor). 

A motion to prevent the use of hate 
symbols on campus from Governor Noah 
Joseph led to a long discussion. Although 
supporting the spirit of the motion, sever- 
al Board members questioned the effec- 
tiveness of existing regulations on cam- 
pus to deal with the issue. 

Vice-Chair Rita de Santis suggested that 
as chair of a committee revising the Code 
of Rights and Responsibilities, she meet 
with interested governors to look at the 
existing measures and their application 
and the possible need to reinforce the 
code. This was acceptable to the mover of 
the motion and the results of these con- 
sultations will be brought back to the 
Board. 


Gall for nominations 
Spring 2004 Convocation Medals and Awards 
Graduating students (Fall 03 and Spring 04) may be nominated for the Concordia Medal, Malone 
Medal, O'Brien Medal, Lieutenant-Governor’s Award, Stanley G. French Medal 
The First Graduating Class Award is for contributions, academic or extracurricular, to university life. 


Forms and criteria are available from the Dean of Students Offices (SGW and LOY) 
and the Birks Student Service Centre (SGW). 


Deadiine: March 3 othe i ote ret H. Albert. 
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Loyola Medal goes to 
Dominic D’Alessandro 


The Loyola Medal, presented every two 
years to an outstanding citizen, will be pre- 
sented in Toronto for the first time. Business 
executive and alumnus Dominic D'Alessandro 
will be given the honour on March 8 at the 
Four Seasons Hotel. 

Mr. D/Alessandro has earned widespread 
admiration in a decade as president and CEO 
of Manulife Financial. He took Manulife 
through demutualization and conversion to 
public company status in September 1999, 
making it a major contender in the global 
financial services industry. 

He was named Canada’s outstanding CEO 
for 2002, and the following year was named 
Officer of the Order of Canada by the 
Governor-General. 

He was given an honorary doctorate by 
Concordia in 1999. Among other honours, he 
has received a Management Achievement 
Award from McGill, the University of Toronto's 
Arbour Award, the CEO Award of Excellence 
in Public Relations from the Canadian Public 
Relations society, and he was named a Fellow 
of the Institute of Chartered Accountants. 

He earned his first degree, a bachelor of sci- 
ence in physics and mathematics from Loyola 
College in 1967. He went on to qualify as a 
chartered accountant, earning the bronze 
medal from the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants. He has worked for Coopers & 
Lybrand, Genstar, the Royal Bank of Canada, 
where he was a vice-president, and the 
Laurentian Bank of Canada, where he was 
president and CEO. 

We offer Mr. D'Alessandro our hearty con- 
gratulations. 
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in the groundbreaking exhibition The 
Responsive Eye, at New York's Museum of 
Modern Art. With Ulysse Comtois, he repre- 


It is with the greatest respect that we hon- 
our the memory of Guido Molinari and his 
enormous contribution to our culture and 
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almost three decades, was a member of the 
Painting and Drawing Department of the 


exhibition at the National Gallery of Canada, 


and another took place in 1997 at the Musée Francois Tavenas 
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Toronto, Ontario MSW 1A1 


Molinari earned a 
seminal place in 


Université Laval, and those who admired his 
administrative ability and devotion to duty, 


In 1980 he received Quebec's most presti- 
gious honour for artists, the Prix Paul-Emile 





the history of Borduas. will remember him with the greatest admi- email: ircdept@publisher.com 

Quebec and Molinari’s rigorous exploration of colour _ration. ace 

Canadian art. and light in non-figurative painting form the He left Laval to become rector at the Barbara Black 
Molinari's public —_ essence of his work and its pictorial achieve- University of Luxembourg in December, 

career began in ment. He influenced generations of artists 2003, and died Feb. 13 of a heart attack at 

1953 and contin- and his critical eye gave his students insight _ the age of 61. sii 

ued without inter- —_ and self-knowledge. An engineer by training, Tavenas was orig- 

ruption for almost His theoretical perspectives were docu- inally from France, and came to Quebec in 


50 years. In the early 1950s, he opened 
LActuelle, the first art space in Montreal to 
exclusively show non-figurative art. 

He changed the face of Montreal painting 
with the exhibition Art abstrait of 1959, tak- 
ing Canadian art to a highly resolved phase 


mented in The Writings of Guido Molinari 
from 1954 to 1975, published by the National 
Gallery of Canada, and other publications 
have recorded his critical thinking. More 
recently, his love of music prompted him to 
establish the renowned Molinari String 


1968, rising through the academic ranks at 
Laval. He was vice-principal of McGill 
University from 1989 to 1997, when he 
returned to Laval. He was president of CRE- 
PUQ, the Conférence des recteurs, from 1999 
to 2001. YY 
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Francine Allaire 


By SitviA CADEMARTORI 


The scorching sun, torrential rains and deadly snakes in 
the jungles of Costa Rica couldn't stop executive producer 
and Communication Studies graduate Francine Allaire 
from completing the movie The Blue Butterfly, starring 
William Hurt. 

The Canada - U.K co-production takes its name from the 
blue morpho, the world’s rarest and perhaps most beauti- 
ful butterfly. The true-life story is about a terminally ill boy 
with one last wish: to catch a blue morpho, found only in 
the jungles of Central and South America. 

The boy (Marc Donato) and his mother (Pascale 
Bussiéres) enlist the help of an entomologist (William 
Hurt) for the quest. After the journey, the boy is somehow 


cured. Allaire, a 1977 
graduate, is the force 
behind the movie. 

“A colleague met 
Montreal entomologist 
Georges Brossard, who 
told him about the boy 
and the butterfly, and I 
knew right away I want- 
ed to make a movie 
about it because it’s so 
compelling.” Allaire, a 
25-year film veteran. has 
two adopted daughters 
from China. 

“I made the movie for 
my daughters, who are 
survivors, and for chil- 
dren everywhere who 
face enormous obsta- 
cles.” 

Allaire and produc- 
tion company Galafilm 
faced their own enor- 
mous obstacles. The 
film was to shoot in 
Cuba, which has film 
facilities and the requisite jungle and waterfalls, but the 
fallout from 9-11 forced a sudden location change and 
Allaire found herself scouting jungles in South and Central 
America. 

“We had to secure financing and convince the insurance 
companies we had found a safe place to shoot [Costa Rica]. 
We did, but we had to fly in every single supply from gen- 
erators to staples. We even had to build a road, bridge and 
village in the jungle, which were all washed out in a flood.” 
There's nothing left to prove the film crew was ever there. 

Dangers were constant. One day a viper coiled itself at 
her feet. A crew member said to her, “Francine, don’t move, 
don’t scream, but look at your feet...” Someone managed to 
trap it in a net. 

Remarkably, no one was seriously injured during pro- 


Choreographers strut their stuff 


Five fledgling choreographers have been working on 
their big performance assignment since last October, and 
now it’s show time. 

Over the next two weeks, these senior Concordia chore- 
ography students will present their latest work. 

Stéphanie Fromentin explained that the students were 
asked to choreograph a longer work of 20 to 30 minutes, a 
challenge that went beyond the five-minute works they 
had become familiar with during our studies. 

She and her partner, Elizabeth Emberly, had the help of 
the chair of the Department of Contemporary Dance, 
Michael Montanaro, now returned after his triumphant 
stint choreographing the Cirque du Soleil show Varekai. 

He helped the students find a venue for their work, titled 
Manga Motion. It turned out to be Studio 303, at 372 Ste. 
Catherine St., a space often used by Concordia dancers. 

Fromentin grew up in Connecticut, and was introduced 
to dance at an early age. “There are so many kinds of dance 
and performance, and the ones I've seen have kept me 
interested,” she said in an e-mail. 

“Though there's a great difference between dancing and 
choreographing, they both fulfill my intellect and desire to 
be in motion. I can't help but want to explore them as 
much as I can.” 

Alison Daley, Inna Gutnik and Katie Ward are presenting 
their work, called The Glass Closet Project, in the Salle 
André-Pagé of the National Theatre School, 360 Laurier E. 

Katie Ward is a returning student who is already in mid- 
career as a dancer. She already has a bachelor’s in fine arts, 
but instead of doing a master’s degree, she came back to 
Concordia to deepen her skills as a choreographer. 

She likes the self-directed nature of her study. “At a cer- 
tain point, you don’t need a prof looking over your shoul- 


der every moment. My professor, Sylvy Panet-Raymond, 
was able to give me advice at the right time that made my 
work more efficient and effective.’ 

The show's expenses have been met with the help of the 
Dean of Students’ office and the Fine Arts Students 
Alliance (FASA). Mounting their own show was the kind of 
learning experience every working artist needs, 

“This project has involved many collaborations, with 
musicians and set designers, lighting designers and of 
course, the dancers.’ Fromentin said. “We have become 
more familiar with press kits and publication costs, among 
other expenses. The project is now in full swing.” 

Manga Motion will be performed Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday; March 5 at 8:30 p.m., March 6 at 4 and 8:30, and 
March 7 at 4, Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for adults. 

Fromentin added, in true press publicist style, “This is a 
great opportunity to check out the latest in dance with 
innovative ideas and multi-media attractions. Start off the 
Art Matters festival with this not-to-be-missed spectacle.” 

The Glass Closet Project is being presented in collabora- 
tion with the lighting design students of the National 
Theatre School. Performances are Friday, March 12, 8:30 
p.m., Saturday, March 13, 4 p.m. and’8:30 p.m., and Sunday 
March 14, at 4 p.m. 

Wade said that some works will be accompanied by live 
music, while other pieces will be set to interactive elec- 
tronic “soundscapes.” They promise originality, youthful- 
ness and vitality. 

Here are some more coming events from the 
Department of Contemporary Dance: 

Spirale is a show by first-year dance students at the 
Loyola Campus studio on March 17, 18 and 19 at 8 p.m. 

The biannual show of student choreography will take 


duction and she credits the Bribri Indians for protecting 
them. “They could sense danger before anyone could see 
ite 

Almost as miraculously as the real-life boy was cured, 
the elusive blue morpho actually appeared each and every 
day on set, sometimes for a just few fleeting seconds. 

William Hurt was Allaire’s first and only choice for the 
role of the entomologist. “The real Georges Brossard, who 
co-founded Montreal's Insectarium, is larger than life. I 
needed the contrary of what Georges is on the exterior,’ she 
said. 

Despite her hectic schedule, Allaire sits on Concordia’s 
Arts & Science external advisory board, which advises the 
dean on key matters. Allaire sees it as a chance to bring a 
francophone’s cultural voice to the table and to give back 
to the university that taught her so much. “I was given the 
space to think freely, without boundaries, and that helped 
me succeed.” 

Arts & Science Vice-Dean (Research and International 
Relations) John Capobianco said of the board, “It’s impor- 
tant to know what the outside professional community 
thinks of our programs and how they’re taught so we can 
address emerging issues.” 

Allaire will take The Blue Butterfly to Robert De Niro’ 
Tribeca Film Festivai in New York in May. The film is now 
playing in Montreal theatres. 


Call for nominations 


Senate is calling for nominations for a Deputy 
Speaker of Senate. The current Speaker, Dr. John 
O'Brien, is not stepping down, but Senate Steering 
Committee is looking to ensure a smooth transition. 

This is an elected position, unpaid, for a one-year 
renewable term. The vote is expected to take place at 
the March 19 meeting. 

Students, faculty and staff, are eligible to nominate 
anyone who is serving or has served on Senate. 

For nomination details and a list of current Senate 
members, please go to news.concordia,ca. 


Two dancers in rehearsal for their program during the Art Matters festival. 


place at Moyse Hall, McGill University, on April 16 at 8, 
April 17 at 2:30 and 8, and April 18 at 2:30. Tickets are $10, 
$5 students and seniors, sold only at the door. 

Auditions for September 2004 entry are April 23, 24 and 
25. Potential applicants should contact the department to 
make an appointment, at 848-4740. 
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The current exhibition at Concordia’s Leonard and Bina Ellen Art 
Gallery, Jack Beder: City Lights, is a rare look back at a golden era of 
Montreal history. 

The show focuses on Beder's vision of downtown Montreal in the 1930s 
and 40s, when the city was justly celebrated for its nightlife. 

Beder (1910-1987) was from Poland, and immigrated to Canada as a 
teenager in 1926. He studied art at the Ecole des beaux-arts de Montréal, 
and became an active member of the city’s artistic community, garnering 
favorable reviews by the critics. 

This exhibition of paintings and drawings is curated by Esther 
Trépanier, Professor, Département d’histoire de l’art, Université du 
Québec a Montréal, and Sandra Paikiowsky, Professor of Art History at 
Concordia. The curators have also produced a 92-page illustrated, bilin- 
gual catalogue. 

Gazette reviewer Henry Lehmann refers to Beder's “self-effacing yet 
ravishing portraits of Montreal,’ and expressed puzzlement that his work 
has, until now, been neglected. A number of events are being held in con- 
nection with the Beder show. Today, March 4, at 4 oclock, Esther 
Trépanner discusses the artists and the context of his work. 

Next Thursday, March 11, will be a Yiddish Literary Evening, starting at 
6 oclock. In collaboration with the Jewish Public Library, the Gallery 
hosts readings by Pierre Anctil, Robert Majzels, Norm Ravvin and others, 
in English, French and Yiddish. 

On Tuesday, March 16, also starting at 6 p.m., presentations will given 
by Tina Brereton, who was a nightclub dancer in the 1940s and ’50s, jazz 
writer Len Dobbin, and Music Professor Andrew Homzy. 
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Jack Beder, Café Scene (Silver Door), 1934, gouache sur papier / gouache on paper, 45 x 77,5 cm. 


Club Lido, 
all that jazz 


Running concurrently with the Beder show is Montreal 
Jazz + Clubs, an exhibition of rare photos and memo- 
rabilia from the same era, all from the unique collec- 
tion of Montreal jazz history materials in the Concordia 
Archives and curated by Archivist Nancy Marrelli. They 
are in the mini-gallery behind the main gallery space. 
The photo at right illustrates the typical styles of the 
dancers who appeared in floorshows and as featured 
performers in Montreal nightclubs in the 1940s. The 
photograph is one of the publicity photos found in the 
files of journalist Al Palmer, documenting Montreal 
nightlife beginning in the 1940s. 

Al Palmer (1913-1971) was a police reporter, colum- 
nist, and writer-about-town who wrote for the 
Montreal Herald and the Montreal Gazette. He also 
wrote for magazines and published two books. From 
1947 to 1969 Al Palmer wrote gossipy and colourful 
columns that chronicle the Montreal after dark. 

Shirley O'Neil Marchessault donated Al Palmer's files to 
the Concordia University Archives in 1993. The files 
comprise scrapbooks containing all his published 
columns and articles, brochures and his research, as 
well as over 300 photographs, many of them publicity 
photographs provided by entertainers visiting or per- 
forming in Montreal. Many of the photos are signed to 
Palmer with personal greetings. 














Promotional brochure for Cub Lido, 1935. Joe Bell Scrapbook, 
University Archives, 2.p13a. 

Club Lido was a popular upscale nightdub at 1258 Stanley St. 
with a very active and ever-changing program of beautifully 
staged cabaret floorshows featuring dancers, novelty acts, 
and singers. Cub Lido prided itself on having beautiful facili- 
ties, modern air conditioning, with fine dining. It offered a 
large selection of cocktails, fizzes, sours, mixed drinks, and 
cordials that were popular in the 1930s. The exterior mar- 
quee was a distinctive landmark, and it remains so to this 
day. The site would later be taken over by Chez Paris, another 


Publicity photograph of the Kramer Dancers, ca 1945. The dedication reads: To Al Palmer with best wishes, The Kramer Dancers, and the photo is by Gaby of — very popular Montreal nightdub, and it is currently the Chez 
Montreal (Al Palmer Fonds, Concordia University Archives, P-084-02-01). 


In brief 


Biodiesel buses: Credit goes to students 


The new shuttle buses (see page 1) are currently run- 
ning on a percentage of biodiesel, which promises to be a 
prime alternative fuel for public transit. 

Produced from methanol and vegetable oil or animal 
fat, biodiesel is made from renewable resources and helps 
significantly in the reduction of polluting emissions. It 
also requires no change to existing fuel delivery or diesel 
engines. 

Pat Pietromonaco, of Facilities Services, said, “The 
switch to biodiesel started last June when students in the 
Sustainability Group approached me to sensitize our 
department to this alternative fuel source. 

“A meeting was held to bring together our department 
representatives, members of the sustainability group and 
the sole producer of biodiesel, Rothsay Laurenco, to 
explain the benefits of alternative fuel use. 

“My first introduction to the product was a lasting one, 
and I am pleased to announce that that vision has been 
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realized. I will continue to work with our transportation 
services suppliers to gradually increase the percentage of 
biodiesel used.” 


JMSB takes gold in Newfoundland. 


Over Reading Week, four students in the John Molson 
School of Business won gold and the spirit award at the 
Network of International Business Schools’ annual case 
competition, hosted by Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. 

The School's next challenge is to win another competi- 
tion at Royal Roads University later this month. 
Congratulations! 


Writers Read at Concordia 


Susan Gillis and John Steffler will read from their work 
on Tuesday, March 9, at 4:30 p.m., in H-762 of the Hall 
Building. 

Gillis’s most recent book, Volta (Signature Editions, 
2003), won the A.M. Klein Award for the best book of 
poetry in English by a Quebec writer. 

Her previous collection, Swimming Among the Ruins, 


Paree, a strip dub and casino. 


was nominated for the Pat Lowther Memorial Award and 
the ReLit Awards. She has lived on the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts of Canada and now lives most of the year in 
Montreal, where she teaches English at John Abbott 
College. An earlier version of Volta was her MA thesis in 
creative writing at Concordia. = 

John Steffler's books of poems include Helix (Signal 
Editions, 2003, winner of the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Poetry Award), That Night We Were Ravenous (M&S, 1998, 
winner of the Atlantic Poetry Award and the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Poetry Award), The 
Wreckage of Play (M&S, 1988), The Grey Islands (M&S, 
1985) and An Explanation of Yellow (Borealis, 1981). 

His novel, The Afterlife of George Cartwright, was short- 
listed for the 1992 Governor-General's Award for Fiction 
and the Commonwealth First Novel Award. He teaches 
English at Memorial University's Sir Wilfred Grenfell 
College in Corner Brook, Newfoundland, but manages to 
live much of the time in Montreal. 

All readings are free, open to the public, and followed by 
a question and answer period. Copies of the author’s work 
will be for sale at each reading, courtesy of the Concordia 
Bookstore. 
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Engineers at the wheel: Four student organizers try out a prototype for size. It was part of a series of exhibits on the mezzanine of the 
Hall Building all this week by various student associations for National Engineering Week. The students are Melissa Riccardi, chair of the Women in 
Engineering and Computer Science outreach conference, Shahnaj Akhter Shimmy, president of the student branch of the Engineering and Computer 
Science Students Association (ECA), Véronique Tokateloff, VP external of the ECA, and Elisa Martinez Avilés, president of the Canadian Society of Civil 
Engineering (CSCE). Activities started with a panel of speakers on women in the profession on March 1 and continues with speakers, exhibits and par- 
ties to an outreach conference for high school girls on March 8. The popular Bridge-Building Competition takes place Friday, March 5, with visiting 
teams from other universities vying to build the strongest and most attractive bridge from popsicle sticks. Catch it live at news.concordia.ca. 
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Art Matters launch: the student-organized festival, now in its fourth year, held a sneak preview of some of the events that will be shown 
throughout Montreal this month. Chris Godziuk, seen here demonstrating a 16-string marionette, will give workshops to share his expertise. Another 
Art Matters offering is /n Jim's Image, a play in which God works in an office and is trying to come up with the perfect proposal for a planet. Christian 
Bourget is going to stage a multi-disciplinary show called Patchwork, which features dance, music, multimedia, and visual arts. Art Matters runs from 
March 5 to 19. The closing event will be a series of Superhero Funerals, complete with eulogies and caskets. For more information, check out the web- 
site at Attp://artmatters.concordia.ca. 
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Student film at Jutras 


By SitviA CADEMARTORI 





“It was an honour just to be nominated” can ring hollow in the fiercely compet- 
itive world of cinema, but when uttered by 22-year-old Concordia filmmaker Félix 
Dufour-Laperriére, you believe him. 

Dufour-Laperriére is a part-time Film Animation student at the Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema whose first film was nominated for a Jutra Award, 


” Quebec's version of the Oscars, 


It's a challenge for an experienced filmmaker to get nominated, let alone for a 
student to get the nod, but Dufour-Laperriére did - in the best animated film cat- 
egory. 

His five-minute colour and black-and-white film, Encre noire sur fond d’azur 
(Black Ink on Sky-Blue) lost out to Bleu Comme un coup de feu at the glittering, tel- 
evised Jutra Awards on Feb. 22, but he's overjoyed. The door to Québec’s film indus- 
try has opened for him. 

“The nomination came as a big surprise and I was flattered. I'll probably have 
an easier time funding my next film because the nomination looks good on my CV 
and my film got so much exposure.” 

Encre noire sur fond d’azur is a hand-drawn animated film using ink, water 
colour, and touched-up photos on white paper. There's a soundtrack but no dia- 
logue to the film, which was inspired by a break-up with an ex-girlfriend. 

Dufour-Laperriére was “in a dark place” when he conceived of the idea of a char- 
acter in a basement disappearing into a giant black ink blot and discovering 
another world living within. He says the film ultimately is about hope, as black 
slowly fades to sky-blue. 

The film was barely into production when Dufour-Laperriére was accepted into 
the university's cinema program two years ago. He credits the School for teaching 
him the basics, especially the animation process in relation to sound and sound 
editing. “I learned the technical aspects of film animation here,” the Chicoutimi 
native said. 

He also credits Assistant Professor of Cinema Farzin Farzaneh for getting him 
into the program in the first place. Dufour-Laperriére’s first application to the ani- 
mation program was turned down. After drawing all summer, he showed his port- 
folio to Farzaneh, who convinced the School to accept him. 

“He happens to have the drive to start a film and get the funding under way 
before starting the animation program. He has the motivation and inspiration to 
succeed,” Farzaneh said, downplaying his role as a mentor. 

“All I did was offer informal advice and introduce him to local film distributor 
Cinéma Libre, which ended up distributing his film. He secured editing at the 
National Film Board.” 

Farzaneh said that all Cinema students are left to their own devices once the 
basics have been taught so as to encourage them to become independent filmmak- 
ers. Dufour-Laperriére is already working on his second animated film, a concept 
piece about a big philosophical idea, the individual vs. the collectivity. 











Production still from Encre noire sur fond d'azur. 





Breezy art show in Montreal North 


Graduate students in the Studio Arts Department are showing their latest | 
work in an industrial setting near the Jean Talon Market. 

They've chosen a former textiles factory at 7154 St. Urbain, just south of Jean 
Talon, for their show, which is part of the Art Matters student festival. 

Called Forced Air, the show promises to be colourful, since the constituent 
units of Studio Arts are so wide-ranging: painting, film, sculpture, fibres, open 
media, ceramics, print media and photography will all be represented. 

The show runs from March 5 to 19, from noon to 5 p.m. The vernissage will be 
held March 5, with two screenings of film and video at 6 and 8 p.m. 
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Online and on time: Andrée-Anne Lambert, Tara Ryan, and Alexis Rubin during another day of commercial harvesting. 


Marketing students 





BY GREG FRETZ 


Three students who took part in a marketing 
competition found that although they didn’t win a 
prize, they got something more tangible — a job. 

Andrée-Anne Lambert, Tara Ryan and Alexis 
Rubin responded to an- invitation extended in one 
of their marketing courses to take part in the 
Concours de la reléve Publicitaire, an annual event 
sponsored by the Publicity Club of Montreal. 

They prepared and presented an integrated 
marketing communications campaign for a real 
client, Les Publications de Québec, and came in 
third after what Ryan called “a killer presenta- 
tion.” 

Even though they didn’t take the gold in the 
contest, they were invited to group interviews for 
advertising agencies around Montreal, and land- 
ed jobs at Eloda, an online marketing company 
founded by Concordia alumnus Jean-Francois 
Pouliot and Jean-Charles Dupuis. (Pouliot is also 
the prize-winning filmmaker of La Grande séduc- 
tion.) 

Companies like Ford or McCain's pay big bucks 
to have some or all of their competitors’ ads col- 
lected, bundled, and delivered to their doorstep 


win jobs with alumnus 


Eloda monitors satellite signals used by the 
major networks in Canada. When the show breaks 
for a commercial, the screen fades to black, tip- 
ping off the system that it’s time to record. Eloda 
tech personnel take these ads, label them, and put 
them in the virtual video library, kind of like your 
bookmarks tab, for subscribing members. 

The system is able to discern like commercials, 
based on details like the jingles they use. If an ad 
is published twice, with only the price changing, 
the software picks that up, too. Ads screened the 
day before are processed, labeled and put online 
over night. They can then be searched for by 
advertiser, category, keyword, date, and language. 

With 300 new ads debuting every week in 
Canada and a database of over 18,000 commer- 
cials to sell to big business, Eloda has opportuni- 
ties for growth. 

The students credit their extracurricular activ- 
ities for their success. Rubin, who is currently fin- 
ishing his marketing degree, is president of CASA, 
the students’ association of the School of 
Business, and sits on the Concordia Student 
Union Council. “I loved my Concordia experi- 
ence,’ he said, “I learned a lot about human inter- 
action and teamwork.” 


with a big bow on top. 


Peace and Conflict Resolution Series 


Dean of Graduate Studies Elizabeth Sacca is delighted 
with the way the Peace and Conflict Resolution Series has 
gone so far, and the Rector has approved it for a third year. 

Fourteen proposals involving 29 events were scheduled 
this year, mainly lectures and panel discussions. However, 
Sacca said that she noticed that submissions showed 
increasing confidence. 

“The first ones were more cautious and traditional, but 
as time went on and people became accustomed to the 
process, the proposals became more venturesome, more 
diverse, with more creativity and debate. We're looking for 
increasing interactivity, and tougher subjects, such as the 
recent lecture about the Cambodian genocide.” 

The next deadline for submissions is March 30. The co- 
ordinator, Laurie Scholes Lamoureux, would be happy to 
help applicants prepare their submissions. She can be con- 
tacted at peace@alcor.concordia.ca, 


South African speaker 


On March 8 and 10, the Department of Communications 
and Media Studies will present a talk in the Peace and 
Conflict Resolution series by Philippe-Joseph Salazar on 
“The Rhetoric of Reconciliation.” 

Dr. Salazar is the Distinguished Professor in Humane 
Letters, Life Fellow and Co-Director of the Center for 
Rhetoric Studies, University of Cape Town, South Africa, 
and UNESCO Transcultural Chair of Philosophy of Peace at 
the University of Moscow and St. Petersburg. 

He will give two public lectures, preceded by screening of 
the documentary A Long Night's Journey Into Day. 

The screening on March 8 will be at 6 p.m. in Room H- 
760 of the Hall building, followed by a lecture at 7:30 called 
“After Apartheid: People Arguing for Justice.” 

The screening on March 10 will be at 9 a.m. in CC-115, 
followed by a lecture at 10:30 a.m. called “The Mandela 
Legacy: Reconciliation Deliberation.” 

The co-ordinator of the event is Professor Maurice 
Charland. 


Globalization, all over town 


The wide-ranging subject of “Transforming Globalized 
Conflicts” is being discussed in a “forum series” conducted 
by the University of the Streets Café, whose discussions are 
held all over Montreal in places where people normally 
gather and talk, such as neighborhood restaurants. 

The results of these discussions can be found in a weblog 
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run by forum rapporteur Audrey Sasson, which is linked to 
the peace@alcor website. The co-ordinators are Associate 
Professor of Political Science Peter Stoett, and Eric 
Abitbol, who is co-ordinator of the University of the 
Streets Café Program. 


Imagining and Imaging Peace 


The artistic and spiritual side of peace-seeking is being 
explored in a series that starts today with a lecture by 
Political Science Professor Joanna Bottenberg, in Room 
CC-320 on the Loyola Campus. 

There are six events in all in this series, all in the evening. 
They include theologian Gregory Baum on March 10, 
Music Professor Wolfgang Bottenberg on March 12, 
Communication Studies Professor Marc Gervais on March 
23 and Women’s Studies Professor Lillian Robinson on 
March 31. For the venues and other information, please 
consult the peace@alcor.ca website. 


Irish republican activists stalled 


Claire Delisle, who is doing an MA thesis on the subject 
of the prisoner community and the peace process in 
Northern Ireland, is anxiously awaiting news about her 
event. Delisle invited two speakers for March 15, but they 
have been refused visas by the Canadian government. 

Dr. Laurence McKeown is a writer, a playwright, and a 
film director. He was imprisoned in Long Kesh, outside 
Belfast, from 1976 to1992, where he was a hunger striker in 
1981 along with the late Bobby Sands, and later earned a 
PhD. He is the chair of the West Belfast Film Festival, the 
author of several books about the Irish Republican prison- 
er community. 

Dr. Ella O'Dwyer was imprisoned in England from1984 
until her release in 1998 as part of the Good Friday 
Agreement. She also earned a PhD while in prison and has 
written a book, The Rising of the Moon, that discusses lan- 
guage and power in conflict. She is currently doing 
research on post-conflict healing and reconciliation. 

The fact that they were refused visas doesn’t surprise 
Delisle, because visitors with jail terms are automatically 
refused. However, she has been pursuing a ministerial per- 
mit, which is sometimes granted, according to the circum- 
stances. 

News about this event will be posted on the Peace and 
Conflict Resolution website and on news@concordia.ca. 
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The 2002-03 issue of the Rector's Report is hot off the presses! Check your internal mail. 


Linguistics 
continued from page 1 


The concept of asymmetry is borrowed from logic and 
mathematics. An example of an asymmetrical relation in 
grammar is precedence: If A precedes B then B can't pre- 
cede A. A symmetrical relation is adjacency, where A is 
adjacent to B and B is adjacent to A. 

In the sentence “The cat left,” “the” and “cat” are in a 
symmetrical relation of adjacency and an asymmetrical 
relation of precedence. 

“If the asymmetry hypothesis is correct, it means the 
adjacency relation is irrelevant. But the precedence rela- 
tion is the important relation between, say, a determiner 
and the noun it goes with. The adjacency relation happens 
to hold in this case but it’s not important, it’s not part of 
grammar,’ Reiss said. 

The research could have implications for speech technol- 
ogy — speech recognition, automatic translation, text-to- 
speech — fields currently dominated by engineering and 
statistical techniques. 

“Part of the idea of this project is to build what theoreti- 
cal linguists have learned into speech technology. Basically, 
the idea is that statistical methods have reached their lim- 
its and it’s time to take a new approach.” 

It could also make an impact on the development of 
treatments and diagnostic tools for language disorders like 
aphasia. “We have to understand the nature of the lan- 
guage faculty before we can understand a supposed disor- 
der,” Reiss said. “We have to understand what it is before we 
can talk about how it’s broken down.” 

More immediately, the grant will provide research assist- 
antships to some 15 Concordia graduate students and help 
fund conferences, meetings and publications over the next 
five years. 


Some of the participants in Kit Griffin's ceramics program in Africa. 


By Esme TERRY 


In January, 11 young students in the Senegalese fishing 
town of Mbour tried the art of ceramics for the first time. 
Their instructor was Kit Griffin, Concordia’s ceramics tech- 
nician for the past 24 years. 

The students belonged to a centre whose mandate was 
to provide training to the physically handicapped in order 
to stop them begging and give them a means to make an 
autonomous living. 

“Almost everyone I worked with at the centre was hand- 





icapped, including the directors and teachers,” Griffin said. 
“In fact, when I got to Senegal, I was astonished to find out 
that around 20 per cent of the entire population is handi- 
capped. There are a lot of people affected by polio, lots of 
amputations and birth deformities.” 

Griffin was placed in Senegal by Canadian Executive 
Services Overseas (CESO), which connects volunteers to 
projects worldwide. She has been a member since 1992. 

“A lot of CESO members are retired CEOs and business 
people,” she said. “Ceramics projects don’t come up that 
often.” That said, she found herself in Morocco for three 


months in 1992-93, setting up a ceramics project in a 
school. “That experience and the fact that I am a ceramist 
made me the perfect person for the Senegal job.” 

Griffin's students were seasoned in other crafts: the cen- 
tre already ran facilities in tailoring, shoe making and 
repair, bookbinding, wood- and metal-work. “But they had 
no clay or materials, and they didn’t have a clue about pot- 
tery,” she said. 

The first thing she asked was for the centre to find her 
someone who could locate them some clay. Enter Fatou 
who, like her mother and grandmother, was a traditional 
potter. 

After some delicate negotiations, Fatou took Griffin 20 
km inland to her childhood village. Miles from anywhere, 
in the middle of a field, she was shown a dried river bed. 
This would be the source of her clay. 

Then the students began to make things. They tried 
pinch-pots, boxes, coils, slabs and burnishing techniques. 
Since there were no kilns, they used the technique of saw- 
dust firing. “It’s also one of the first things we do with our 
students here at Concordia,” Griffin said. 

Some students spoke Wolof, others Serrer, and a few 
spoke a little French. “If we couldn't understand each 
other, we did a song and dance, but most of the time, what 
I was doing was very visual, so I could just show them.” 

She encouraged the students to try new figures: sculp- 
tures, tiles, lizards, the baobab tree - things the students 
could market to tourists when they eventually set up shop. 
One man with only one arm worked on making a little 
Mbour-style fishing boat, with a tiny flag and seats. “This 
was the first piece to come out of the firing whole,” Griffin 
said. “It was a very moving moment.” 

Griffin made nothing of the handicaps. Her main mes- 
sage throughout was that ceramics is group work. “It’s how 
we teach it here at Concordia. You can make a piece on 
your own, but there's a lot of work you have to do together, 
like preparing the clay, firing and watching the pieces.” 

The next step would have been to track down some 
oxides for decorating the pieces, but the project was only 
three weeks long. Griffin said she could easily have stayed 
another week. 

“I'm a little worried as to how they will manage now. I'd 
like to go back in a year and see how they’re doing.” 


Oceanographer in Arctic had to look out for polar bears 


BY FRANK KUIN 


work, but for Denis Brion, looking out for these predators is part of the job. 


of daylight every day. 


What's more, there were at least five polar bears roaming around in the area that were 
Few Concordia researchers ever have to contend with polar bears in the course of their spotted on a regular basis. “We had to deal with bears every day,’ Brion said. 


The researchers went out on snowmobiles in small groups to one of four sampling sites, 


Brion, a PhD student in Concordia’s Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, several hundred meters away from the safety of the icebreaker. The distance is necessary 


recently spent 43 days in the Arctic collecting 
sediment samples for a research project into 
the molecular structure of the organic matter 
on the ocean floor. 

He joined over 40 other researchers on a 
Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker in Franklin 
Bay in the Western Arctic for a frigid stint 
from late November to early January that 
included many polar bear sightings. 

The research project into the sediment, ini- 
tiated by Concordia Professor Yves Gélinas, is 
part of the Coastal Arctic Shelf Exchange 
Study (CASES), an international collection of 
studies examining the effects of global warm- 
ing on the Arctic environment, led by Canada. 

Global warming is expected to have pro- 
found effects on the Arctic marine ecosystem, 
Brion explained. It might lead to thinner ice, 
more plankton, more fish, and ultimately more 
organic matter on the sediment. 

However, he said, “we don’t have data, so 
that’s the reason for the project.” 

For Brion, an oceanographer who had done 
research on ships before, the Arctic conditions 
made for “the most hostile environment” he 
has had to deal with. 


He and the other researchers collected ice, water and sediment samples for their 
respective studies in a five-by-five mile area around the wintering site of the ship, in tem- 
peratures that fell as low as -65 degrees Celsius with wind chill and with only a few hours 





Denis Brion in the Western Arctic with the project icebreaker in the background. 


in order to collect clean samples, uncontaminated 
by the ship, he explained. “Even a little bit of oil is 
enough to contaminate the sampling.” 

Each individual would have at least a knife for 
defense, while those licensed to do so could carry a 
shotgun for emergencies, Brion said. One person 
would look out for bears. 

Polar bears can be difficult to spot in their natu- 
ral environment, however. “If you see something a 
bit yellow or darker than white, it’s probably a bear, 
and if it’s moving, it’s a bear.” 

On one occasion, a bear appeared as Brion’s group 
was pulling up a sample from a hole in the ice. The 
ship's Inuit wildlife observer rushed over on his 
snowmobile and after some hesitation on the part 
of the animal, managed to scare it away. 

Brion could collect his own sediment samples 
from a hole in the bottom of ship because at a depth 
of about 200 meters, there's no contamination. He 
took a cooler full of samples back to Concordia. 
They are now in a freezer in the new science com- 
plex at the Loyola campus. 

Brion will take “extractions” from his samples in 
the lab and analyze the different types of organic 
matter. He will then be able to characterize the mol- 


ecules to get “fingerprints” of them, he said. 


compare.” 


“We don’t know much about the impact of global warming on the sediment yet,” he con- 
cluded. “The ideal will be to go back in a few years and take samples again to be able to 
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Lots of conferences 


The major research project on royal processions in 16th- 
century France, under the leadership of Marie-France 
Wagner, will hold a conference April 1 to 3 called “Political 
Spectacle in the Street: Events, Rituals and Stories.” 

GRES stands for Groupe de recherche sur les entrées 
solennelles au 16e siécle. The research project was 
launched in 2002 with a $1.6 million SSHRC grant, one of 
the largest in the agency’s history, and includes collabora- 
tors in the U.S. and Europe. 

The conference will focus on “the celebratory street as 
urban form: its plasticity, rituals, ephemeral transforma- 
tions and transfiguration at the moment of the political 
event.” It will take place at the Bronfman Centre, 1590 av. 
Docteur-Penfield. For more information, please contact 
GRES@vax2.concordia.ca. 


Hiphop culture 


The third annual Symposium on Hiphop Culture is 
planned for March 12-14 in Rooms H-110 and H-435 of the 
Hall Building. This is a lively event that seeks to encourage 
the study of hiphop. It includes discussions, screenings 
and, of course, performance. 

This year, the featured speakers are Marineves Alba, 
founder and director of Hip Hop L.E.A.D.S., a youth project 





coming up 


based in New York, and Jorge “Fabel” Pabon, who will give 
a lecture titled “The Great Hip Hop Swindle,” harking back 
to the olden days before the popular art form was commer- 
cialized. 

Panel discussions will look at the history of African- 
American dance in Montreal, entrepreneurship and the 
role of the intermediary in hiphop consumption, graffiti 
and archiving hiphop culture, and violence in relation to 
hiphop. 

Fabel will teach a “popping and locking” dance work- 
shop on Saturday, March 13, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
Cat’s Corner, 486 Ste. Catherine St. W., Studio 303. The sym- 
posium will end wih a screening of Josh Miller’s documen- 
tary What is a Bboy? For more information, go to 
hiphop_academix.tripod.com. 


Grad students on Gender and Modernity 


The ninth History in the Making conference will be held 
at Concordia on Saturday, March 6. 

This year's edition promises to be more interdisciplinary 
than ever. Papers will be presented by specialists in history, 
art history, English, German, anthropology, the humani- 
ties, the social sciences and art, and presenters have been 
invited from universities across the continent. 


The featured speakers are Irene Gammel, author of 
Baroness Elsa, and Dr. Serge Guilbaut, author of How New 
York Stole the Idea of Modern Art. 

Organized by and for graduate students, History in the 
Making provides a unique opportunity for those who par- 
ticipate. Presenters exercise their public speaking skills, 
communicate their research findings to an informed audi- 
ence of peers, meet and exchange ideas with students from 
Montreal and abroad, and have their work published in the 
conference proceedings, often for the first time. 

The organizer is James Vandenberg, an MA student, and 
the conference chair is PhD candidate Matthew Barlow, 
assisted by MA students Matthew Friedman and Shera 
Morgan. For details, consult www.historyinthemaking.ca. 


R/Evolution 3: Pop 


R/Evolution 3: Pop is the title of a conference to be held 
in the DeSéve Cinema on March 20-21. All the organizers 
are graduate students at Concordia in Humanities, 
Communications, Media Studies and Art Therapy, and this 
event is in its third year. 

The keynote speaker is Will Straw, who teaches commu- 
nications teacher at McGill. For more, go to this article on 
CTR online, at ctr.concordia.ca. 


Whistle-blower Joanna Gaultieri challenged extravagance 


By SYLVAIN COMEAU 


Joanna Gaultieri insists that whistle-blowers do not set 
out to be heroes. 

“They usually don't know that they are whistle-blowers; 
they are conscientious employees who are just trying to do 
their jobs.” 

In a recent Concordia lecture, Gaultieri said whistle- 
blowing is an effort to save a corrupt institution, not to 
tear it down. 

“Despite what opponents say, whistle-blowers are the 
ones that are the most committed to the preservation of 
the organization; that is why they want to do things right. 
As we know from history, everything that is corrupt ulti- 
mately falls.” 

“What is a whistle-blower? It’s simply an employee exer- 
cising their free speech rights to challenge wrongdoing 
that threatens the public interest.” 

That conscientiousness - coupled with a strong con- 
science - are what often gets them in trouble when their 
principles brush up against corruption or systemic incom- 
petence. She saw much of both in the public service, where 
she worked in the early 1990s. 

“There is a culture of conformity and mediocrity that 
has developed over the years [in the public service]. I found 
that many people simply did not feel that they had the 
right to claim their mandate, and do their jobs.” 

Gaultieri became a whistle-blower in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs as portfolio manager for Latin America. 
She exposed billions of public dollars spent against gov- 
ernment rules, to maintain lavish diplomatic lifestyles. 


In Brief 


GSA election 


Nominations are open for executive positions 
until March 8 at 5 p.m. Packages are available 


from the Graduate Students Association office, at 
2030 Mackay St. 

Voting will take place through mail ballots from 
March 22-March 31. 


CCSL Awards 


lar activity. For more information or for nomina- 
tion forms, please contact the Dean of Students 
Office. The deadline for nominations is March 17. 


EMBA tuition waiver 


Each year, the Executive MBA program offers a 
partial tuition for two support staff at the universi- 
ty. One is offered to staff within the John Molson 
School of Business and the other is offered to sup- 
port staff outside the JMSB. 

The waiver is for $22,500, half the total tuition of 
$45,000. Prospective students should submit their 
applications as soon as possible, but not later than 


“We were supposed to acquire housing around the globe, 
and embassies and official residences that conformed to 
standards. We were not conforming to them; we were 
spending billions in violation of the rules, for palatial resi- 
dences instead of something more modest, reflecting true 
Canadian values.” 

She described how officials tried to stonewall her efforts 
to initiate change. 

“I tried to promote a dialogue and suggest that we could 
do things better. As a result, I think the department said, 
‘She could potentially be trouble, let’s start a campaign to 
root her out. And that is precisely what they did, without 
me knowing.” 

“It started in very subtle and insidious ways. I persisted, 
thinking that I was just dealing with bullying bosses, with- 
out knowing what was behind the bullying.” 

Soon she found herself on the sidelines, forced into irrel- 
evancy in her own office. 

“I became a pariah. I would come to the office and have 
no work. I was getting no e-mails, and wasn't informed 
about meetings. People said great, just read a book. But I 
wasn't there to read a book, I was there to make a contri- 
bution.” 

Looking back on the history of whistle blowers, Gaultieri 
said many have shared her fate and been persecuted for 
their courage. Recent examples include Jeffrey Wigand, 
subject of the movie The Insider, who exposed dirty busi- 
ness by Big Tobacco in the U.S. and lost his family and his 
job. 

In Canada, Dr. Michelle Brill Edwards resigned from her 
post and was out of work in Ottawa after criticizing the 


June 1. 


Nominations are invited for these awards for 
work in student media, teaching, and extracurricu- 
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way Health Canada approves drugs. And Brian McAdam, a 
diplomat who exposed corruption at Canada’s foreign mis- 
sion in Hong Kong, “was a broken man after they finished 
with him.” 

Gaultieri has been calling on the government to provide 
protective mechanisms for insiders who blow the whistle 
on corruption, not only for their sake, but also for the ben- 
efit of the public. 

“As eye-witnesses to the birthplace of scandal, whistle 
blowers are indispensable in bridging the secrecy gap. 
Public inquiries are post-mortem; they happen after the 
fact, when the wrongdoing has already happened. But 
whistle-blowers can nip the problem in the bud. 

“For example, with the current sponsorship scandal, we 
would have saved Canadians a lot of money — money that 
is now going to be spent on spin and damage control — if 
someone had blown the whistle on that early on.” 

To protect them, whistle-blowers need to have recourse 
to courts of law; Gaultieri points out that a recent law 
denies public servants access to the courts. 

“Why should we expect potential whistle-blowers to 
stick their necks out, when they might get their heads 
chopped off? They need protection in the courts and that 
means trials by jury. 

“Some people say the government should not be sued 
because that hurts taxpayers. But until they realize that 
they cant just get away with wrongdoing, nothing will 
change.” 

In 1998 she founded FAIR (Federal Accountability 
Initiative for Reform) to promote free expression rights, 
particularly whistle-blowing, of employees. 





The founding members of the TESL (Teaching English as a Second Language) Centre are pictured above cele- 
brating its 30th anniversary recently. They are Professors Emeriti Brian Smith, B. Molly Petrie, and G.S. 
Newsham, who sent us the photo. 


Blond boys out of playoffs 


Concordia beaten by Trois-Riviéres in opening series 


BY JOHN AUSTEN 


The Stingers were hoping to enjoy the 
ride a while longer. 

The men’s hockey team made the cov- 
eted post-season for the first time in 
three years, but were bounced in two 
straight games by the Trois-Riviéres 
Patriotes in the best-of-three OUA Far 
East semifinal series. 

The Pats took the opener 3-2 last 
Wednesday night in Trois-Riviéres before 
shutting out the Stingers 4-0 at the Ed 
Meagher Arena last Friday. Trois-Riviéres 
began their best-of-three division finals 
against the Ottawa Gee-Gees last night. 

It was a disappointing result for the 
Stingers, who had got into the playoffs 
after a late-season surge which saw them 
beat Trois-Riviéres rather handily in the 
last regular season meeting between the 
two clubs. 

The Stingers even sported a new look 
heading into the playoffs as 17 members 
of the team dyed their hair blond to show team spir- 
it. Goaltender Phil Ozga started the trend and it 
quickly spread as peroxide disappeared off the 
shelves of local pharmacies. 

“Not only did they all want to work towards the 
same outcome, but they all wanted to look the same 
doing it,’ said Stinger head coach Kevin Figsby. 

This isn’t the first time that Ozga has sported the 
blond locks. 

“I used to [dye it] when I played major junior hock- 
ey,” Ozga said. “Our Acadie-Bathurst team won the 
Memorial Cup and we all had blond hair. I wasn’t try- 
ing to necessarily start the trend here at Concordia, 
but when a couple of us did it everyone else soon fol- 
lowed.” 

Ozga played his final game in a Stinger uniform 
last Friday. 

“It’s an unfortunate result but we gave it all we 
had,” he said. “Trois-Riviéres are a good offensive 
team and it’s always a difficult game for us.” 

The first game of the series could have gone either 


Stingers a buzz in 


By JOHN AUSTEN 


Community spirit has always been a big part of 
university life at Concordia. That was driven home 
in spades early last month at a small elementary 
school in the West Island community of Baie d’Urfe. 

Monday, Feb. 9, was Hockey Day at Dorset 
Elementary. The guests of honour were the 
Concordia Stingers men’s hockey team. 

Wide-eyed youngsters got to spend a day hanging 
out with the players. Activities included an intro- 
ductory assembly, a series of ball-hockey games, a 
reading session and even some entertaining videos 
of the Montreal Canadiens vs. Toronto Maple Leafs. 

“We've been coming to Dorset for three years now 
and it’s a real fun time for everyone involved,” said 
Stinger coach Kevin Figsby, a Baie d’Urfe resident 
whose two daughters used to attend the school. 

“I’ve always believed that it is important to give 
something back to the community. These young 
people love it when our players come here. It’s a big 
day for them. 

“These kids may be at universities like Concordia 
some day,’ he continued. “It’s important that they 
get a good impression and I’m sure they do. Our 
players love doing this and they're all classy people 
- great representatives of Concordia and university 





Team captain David Comeau evades a Trois-Rivieres player. 


way and many predicted that whichever team won 
the opener would likely sweep the series. 

Alex Piché’s power-play goal with 11 minutes to 
play in the third period proved to be the winner in 
the opener. Piche also chimed in with two assists as 
the Patriotes overcame a 1-0 deficit for the win. 
Concordia had opened the scoring at 3:18 of the first 
period on a goal by Sebastien Corbeil. Frederic 
Faucher scored the other Stinger goal, which tied the 
game 2-2 early in the third. The Stingers were out- 
shot 38-30. 

Nicolas Pelletier scored twice, while linemates 
Jean Morin and Martin Cété added singles, as the 
powerful Pats eliminated the Stingers last Friday. 
The three forwards also had two assists apiece. 

“It seems that every time I come and see 
Concordia play Trois-Riviéres they lose,” said Marc- 
Andre Racette, 17, who lives just two blocks from the 
arena. “I know Concordia beat them a couple of 
weeks ago, but like a fool I missed that game!” 


Baie d’Urfe 


life in general.” 

One of the highlights for the students was the 
appearance of Buzz, the Stinger mascot. The over- 
sized bee is always a big hit both at Stinger games 
and wherever he goes to represent the varsity sports 
teams. 

“Buzz is kinda like (Montreal Expos mascot) 
Youppi,” said Stephen, 10. “He doesn’t say anything. 
He just fools around with the kids.” 

Asked if he likes it when the Stingers come to his 
school, Stephen said, “Yeah, it means we get to play 
hockey against them. I go to their games sometimes. 
I actually don’t play hockey much, but | like to watch 
games at the Bell Centre or on TV.” 

One thing that Figsby likes to drive home to the 
young students is the importance of getting a good 
education. 

“We stress to the kids that it is important to work 
hard at school and to keep their marks up, whether 
they are playing sports or not,” Figsby said. “We get 
involved in a number of community projects each 
year. 

“I really think it does our guys good to be role 
models for a day as well. Being a Concordia Stinger 
has certain responsibilities that come with it and 
our players know that. They really are good ambas- 
sadors for our university.” 


ANDREW DOBROWOLSKY} 








Stingers roundup 


Concordia wrestlers gird for Canadian championships 


Five Concordia student-athletes are at Brock University in St. Catharines, 
Ont., for the 2004 CIS Wrestling Championships which take 
place this weekend. 


The wrestlers qualified by finishing in one of the top two 
spots in their weight classes at the AUS/QSSF qualifying 
tournament hosted by the University of New Brunswick 
in Fredericton late last month. 


On the men's side, Tony Ronci (68 kg.), Tyler Marghetis (76 
kg.), Mark-Anthony Roache (90 kg.) and David Zilberman, a heavyweight, 
alL finished first in their weight classes. 


There are high expectations for this group, which will be led by 
Marghetis. As a rookie a year ago, he won a silver medal at the national 
championship. Roache and Ronci both bring a lot of experience to the 
team, while Zilberman has had a very strong rookie campaign and has 
also qualified for the world university championships. 





On the women's side, Martine Dugrenier won the 70 kg. division. She is 
the two-time defending CIS gold medallist. She also recently qualified to 
represent Canada at the 6th World University Wrestling Championships 
in Poland from June 3-6. 


The wrestling team is coached by Victor Zilberman, who has guided his 
athletes to more than 30 gold medals and several team titles at the 
national championships. 


Grid glory for Paquette 


The Concordia Stingers football team gathered to celebrate the high- 
lights of the 2003 season at its annual banquet late last month at the 
John Molson Reception Hall in Montreal. Graduating seniors addressed 
their teammates for the last time and individual honours were handed 
out. 


Popular running back Jean-Michel Paquette received the top awards. The 
fifth-year Administration major was the Stingers’ leading rusher and 
returner. He won the Warrior Trophy as team MVP and the George Dixon 
Memorial Trophy as offensive MVP. 





The team captain had an exceptional senior campaign and was rewarded 
with two spots on the QIFC all-star team and a CIS second team All- 
Canadian honor. It was the third straight season Paquette has been 
named to the Quebec honour role. 


Linebacker Mickey Donovan was named the MVP defense and awarded 
the Russ Blackwell Memorial Trophy for most dedicated player. 


Donovan has been a dominant force in the QIFC and CIS since transfer- 
ring from the University of Maine and joining the Stingers in 2002. Last 
season, the New Hampshire native was the top tackler on the Stingers 
with 63 in seven games, including 40 solo tackles. He was also the second 
leading tackler in the QIFC with an average of 7.4 a game. 


He was named the outstanding defensive player in the Quebec confer- 
ence and a first team All-Canadian. 


Other honourees from the defensive unit were: defensive end Troy 
Cunningham, outstanding defensive lineman, and tackle Josh 
MacDonald, Pat Davis Trophy for rookie of the year defence. 


Also honoured were: slotback Nick Scissons, Pat Davis Trophy for rookie 
of the year offence; offensive tackle Shawn Cummins, outstanding offen- 
sive lineman; running back Mathieu Cété, top academic with a 3.9 in 
Engineering; and punter Mike Renaud, special teams player of the year. 


The football team continues to gather regularly for winter workouts. The 
2004 season will kick off with the Stingers travelling to Quebec City to 
play the Rouge et Or on Sept. 5. The home opener will be the following 
weekend versus the Montreal Carabins. 


Athletes of the Week 


Pascale Morin of the women's basketball team and Mark-Anthony 
Roache of the wrestling team were recently named Concordia Stinger 
athletes of the week. 





Morin, a 23-year-old fourth-year guard, scored 16 points and added two 
rebounds to help her team defeat the No. 8-ranked Bishop's Gaiters 62- 
55 last Saturday. The team captain was solid all-round and helped the 
Stingers erase a 31-24 halftime deficit. The Montreal native is a 
Management major at Concordia. 


Roache, a 29-year-old Montrealer, won a difficult contest in the final of 
the 90-kg. weight class at the AUS/QSSF conference qualifying meet last 
Saturday at UNB in Fredericton. He defeated UNB's Mike Trites 4-3. His 
prowess has earned him a berth at the CIS championships March 5-6. 
Roache is an anthropology major at Concordia. 


Defenceman Patrice Thériault honoured 


Congratulations to Patrice Thériault, who was presented with a $500 bur- 
sary and a keepsake medal by Canadiens president Pierre Boivin at the Bell 
Centre on Feb. 18. It was from Le Club de la Médaille d’Or, a foundation 
that assists elite Quebec athletes. This is not the first award for Patrice, 
who is assistant captain and the anchor of the Stingers’ defence. 


- John Austen 





March 4, 2004 | Concordia’s Thursday Report 





ces 


march 4.-march 18 





a 


Events, notices and dassified ads must reach the Internal Relations Department (BC-120) no later than 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, the week prior to the Thursday publication. They can be submitted by e-mail (ctr@alcor.concordié.ca) with 
the subject heading dassified ad. Fe ee ee eae eT 





The Arts 


Antiquarian Book Fair 

Feb. 29, 11-5 p.m. Wide selection of rare, out-of-print and 
beautiful books on Art through Zoology. 15 booksellers from 
Quebec and Ontario. At Selwyn House School, 95 Cote St. 
Antoine, Westmount. Entry is $2.00. Call (514) 935-9581 


Visiting Artist Program 
March 10, at 6 p.m. /rene F Whittome (Montreal based artist) 
at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 


March 17 at 12:30 p.m. Janet Werner in VA-313. 


March 18 at 1:30 p.m. Janet Cardiff & George Bures Miller at 
the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 


March 23 at 12 p.m. Barbara Todd (Fibres Faculty) inVA-245. 
March 31 at 6:30 p.m. Scott Yoel! (ARTX Faculty) in MF-108, 


Leonard & Bina Elien Art Gallery 
Feb.25 - April 3. Opening: Feb. 24, 5:30 -8 p.m. “Jack Beder: 
Gity Lights.” Curators: Esther Trépanier and Sandra 
Paikowsky. “Montreal Jazz & Cubs.” Curator: Nancy Martelli. 
Gallery open Tue. to Sat., 12 to 6 p.m. Closed Sun. LB-165. 
Free admission. Info at ext.4750. www.ellengallery.com. 


VAV Gallery 

Feb. 16-21. Allison Moore’s "Two by Two"drawing and sculp- 
ture installation and Sofi Brazzeat's "Cache-Cache Sagesse" 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 1395 René-Lévesque Blvd W. Call ext. 
7388. 





Meetings & Events 


Gujarati genodde film and discussion 

March 5, at 7 p.m. in H-110. An event to mark and discuss 
the slaughter of thousands of Muslims in the Indian 
province of Gujarat. 

New Readings of Yiddish Montreal 

March 10 and 11, from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. in H-767. The 
event will bring together critics, creative writers and trans- 
ators with a Yiddish connection. Admission is free. For more 
information, please contact ext. 7507 or yidcon@aol.com. 


Research publishing 

March 11,11 a.m.-12 p.m. How faculty members and Ph.D. 
students can get their scholarly work published in book 
form.H-635-2.RSVP by March 9 to ext.7308 or marlene.chi- 
asson@concordia.ca. \nfo at http://oor.concordia.ca/work- 
shops/publish.shtml. 


Pride Group 

Fridays from 2 - 4 p.m until March 26. For lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, trans, queer and questioning students. Coming 
out, dating, friendships and relationships, family, homopho- 
bia and community are among the topics that will be 
addressed. ext. 3545 for info, 


The Wide Wide World of TESL 

March 4, from 4:15-5:45. Speakers share first-hand experi- 
ences of teaching ESL. in H-531. Contact Marlise (Education) 
at ext. 2010 or email: marlise@education. concordia.ca. 


Intemational Women's Day Event 

March 6 from 12 to 6:30 p.m. Women, Migration and 
Borders topics include Spoils of War, Trafficking of Women, 
Women Fighting Deportation, Sweatshops Here and 
Alternative Visions. UQAM -Hubert Aquin Pavillion, Room 
Voluntary contribution. 


Cantide to the Cosmos video lectures 

Tape4, March 8. Tape 5, March 15. Tape 6, March 23. 4-5:30 
p.m. Brian Swimme, PhD explores our emerging under- 
standing of the universe. SP-365-1. ext.3588. 


New Readings of Yiddish Montreal Symposium 
March 10 and 11. A two-day symposium on Yiddish in 
Montreal. 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., H-767. Admission free. 
Contact (514) 848-2424 ext.7507 or yidcon@aol.com. 


Annual Public Lecture in Anthropology 

March 15th, from 6-8 p.m. Akhil Gupta (Cultural and Social 
Anthropology) of Stanford University takes a critical look at 
discourses of globalization. Focuses on movement of food 
crops and shifting culinary practices to reflect on the long 
history of globalization. H-767. 


Sdence College Annual Lecture 
March 18 at 8 p.m. Philip J. Currie on “Hunting Dinosaurs 
from Pole to Pole” at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. 


Alumni, faculty and staff of John Rennie High School 
All alumni, faculty and staff of John Rennie High School 
(1955 - 2005) are asked to submit their names and contact 
information to the John Rennie Reunion Database for their 
multi-year anniversary in 2005. http://wwwJRHS50.ca. 





Centre for Teaching & 
Learning Services 


March 4 from 10 a.m.—12 p.m. ASSESSING STUDENT 
LEARNING. Evaluate different assessment methods and 
leam to develop an assessment strategy that is aligned with 
the objectives of your course. AD-308, Loyola Campus. 


March 9, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. POWER POINT CLINIC. 
Exploit some of the more advanced possibilities offered by 
PowerPoint in order to produce better and more effident 
presentations. H-771. Basic familiarity tutorial at: 
http://rkenner.concordia.ca/workshops/Ppt_Ciniczip. 


March 18 from 1-3 p.m. TECHNOLOGY FEATS AND FAIL- 
URES. Each partidpant will provide a brief demonstration of 
their teaching technology and describe the outcomes. We 
will discuss the potential of each technology and consider 
new modes of implementation. H-447. 


To register, contact Joyce Stempkowsky at ext. 2498 or 
jstempko@alcor.concordia.ca, Olivia Rovinescu at ext. 2498 
or Janette Barrington at ext.2499 or www.concondia.ca/cts. 





Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 


March 5 at 8 p.m. WINIARZIANA 2004, Recent post-modem 
romantic vocal, instrumental & electroacoustic composi- 
tions by Montreal composer and Concordia professor John 
Winiarz, performed by soloists Christine Atallah, soprano, 
Yolanda Bellomia, piano, Amélie Brodeur, flute, and Kevin 
James, viola. $9 general, $5 for seniors, $3 for non-Concordia 
students, free for Concordia students and staff with ID. 


March 6 at8 p.m. SOLSTICE. A pre-St. Patrick's Day Bash, fea- 
turing a band with an explosive sound that blends elements 
of folk, pop, celtic, bluegrass, gypsy, rock and punk. $10. 


March 10 at 8 p.m. VIOLIN AND PIANO CONCERT. Richard 
Roberts, violin, and Lauretta Altman, piano, will perform 
three Beethoven violin sonatas: No.4 in A minor, op. 23, No. 
8 in G major, op. 30 no. 3, No.7 in C minor, op.30 no. 2. $11 
general admission, $9. for Concordia staff, $5 for non- 
Concordia students and seniors, free for Concordia students, 


March 11 at 8 p.m. JAZZ A LA FRANCAISE. With students 
Huguette Myre and Natasha Poirier, works by Aznavour, 
Legrand, Trenet and others. Tickets at the door only; $5 gen- 
eral, free for students with ID. 


March 12 at 8:30 p.m. IMAGINING PEACE THROUGH MUSIC. 
As part of the Peace and Conflict Resolution series, the event 
will feature a lecture by Dr. Wolfgang Bottenberg and origi- 
nal contributions by music students and faculty, in the form 
of compositions and performances. Free. 


March 13 at8 p.m. SIX STRINGS AND COUNTING. An evening 
of acoustic instrumental mastery. With guitar artists Shane 
Simpson and Paul Bourdeau, Del Vezeau and the James 
Cohen Caravan. $21.50 general, $15 for students. 


Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7141 Sherbrooke W. Box office: 
Monday to Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 4:30 pm. 
ext. 4848, Visit http-//oscar.concordia.ca. 
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Self-help and Support 


Peer Support Center 

Are you feeling stressed out? We are a confidential referral 
centre where students help students. Located in the base- 
ment at 2090 Mackay, open Monday-Thursday from 11-5 
P.m.,or you can call us at ext. 2859, Our Loyola office is in AD 
130, open every Thursday from 11-5 pm. 


Mature Student Mentor Program 

Fost teenaieasly ides ad alas sds thie 
school, a referral, or just want a friendly ear? New mature 
students can meet with a CMS mentor one-on-one 
throughout the year, by appointment or on a drop-in basis. 
Contact Nelly at the Centre for Mature Students, ext. 3890 or 
Brigeen at ext. 3895. 


Quebec Obsessive Compulsive Disorder Foundation 
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder Clinic, MUHC, Allan Memorial 
Institute, 1025 Pine Ave. W. Monthly support groups. For 
info, call (514) 624-4036 o r e-mail hofryul@videotron.ca. 
Experienced facilitators. Confidentiality assured. 


Ami-Quebec 

Support and educational resources for the mentally ill as 
well as their family and friends. 9-5 p.m. Mon. to Fri, 5253 
Decarie Bivd., suite 150, Call (514) 486-1448. 


Mondays from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Support group. Psychiatry 
Bldg. Jewish General Hospital, 4333 Cote St. Catherine Rd. 


Women’s weight-loss group 

Want to make permanent, healthy lifestyle changes and 
lose weight? Join a new weight loss group. It's not a diet 
program. Students motivating one another to lose weight 
and share tips for success. Info: jenste98@yahoa.com. 





Multi-Faith Chaplaincy 


Multi-Faith Chaplaincy nurtures faith, spirituality and social 
responsibility, and provides a pastoral presence, especially 
for students. It offers workshops, discussion groups and reli- 
gious services and co-ordinates social justice action and 
community involvement. ext. 3590. 


March 5-7. INSIGHT MEDITATION (VIPASSANA) SILENT RES- 
IDENTIAL RETREAT. Suitable for beginners (intensive intro- 
duction) and experienced meditators. All-inclusive: FT stu- 
dents: $45. Employed: $65. Registration: Daryl.Ross@con- 
cordia.ca or ext.3585. 


INSIGHT MEDITATION (VIPASSANA): Weekly sitting practice 
on both campuses. Tuesdays in the Loyola Chapel from 1:05 
- 2:15 p.m.in the ‘Meditation Room: Wednesdays at SGW, 
from 5:15-6:30 pm and 11:45-1:00 Annex, Room 05.Open 
program. Info: Daryl Lynn Ross at ext. 3585. 


BUILDING BRIDGES: PRISON VISIT PROGRAM: Structured vis- 
its to the Leclerc Institute every second Thurs. from 
5:45-9:30 pm. Orientation is required. Contact Bernie 
Glover at ext. 3588 


WHAT'S THE BIBLE ALL ABOUT? An exploration of the 
Christian Bible for beginners and those wanting to leam 
More. Mondays 1:30-2:30 pm Annex Z*, Room 05. Info: 
Ellie Hummel — 848-2424, ext. 3590. 


SCHEDULE OF EUCHARIST (ROMAN CATHOLIC) IN THE LOY- 
OLA CHAPEL: Sundays at 5:00 pm-Mon. to Wed. 12:05 pm. 
Thurs.-Fri. Communion at 12:05 pm. 





Language Services 


Editing, proofreading 

Need help organizing, editing or proofreading your aca- 
demic papers? Reasonable rates. Contact 
alisonopiper@aol.com or call (514) 489-6923. 


TOEFL Tutoring 


Tutoring in English by PhD grad to help you get the scores 
you need to enter university. Call (514) 306-2875. 


Language exchange 

Jam an English speaker in the TESL program who would like 
to swap English for French. If you are interested in meeting 
perhaps one hour a week email: aprilreding@hotmail.com. 


Concordia Students For Literacy 

Share your knowledge! Volunteer as a tutor for basic litera- 
Cy for adults and children. For more information contact us 
at ext.7454 or stu4lit@alcor.concondia.ca or come by and see 
us at SC03-5. 


Native English teacher wanted 

Would you like travelling & money? We currently need a 
native English teacher for kids next summer in China. For 
info, please contact: imblueskyschoo!@yahoo.com. 


English tutor/writing assistant 

TESL qualified tutor for all levels. Experienced editor/proof- 
reader for papers/theses. Contact Lawrence at (514) 279- 
4710 or artiaulationslh@hotmail.com. 


English tutor for essays 
Need help with researching, organizing and editing your 
university essays? Don't delay, call today. (514) 992-0013. 


Concordia University writing test help 

Writing instructor with PhD can help prepare you for the 
CUWT. All Concordia students must take this test within 
their first 30 credits. Call (514) 992-0013. 


Translation English to French 

Master student from France proposes English to French 
translation and French correction. 15 to $25/page depend- 
ing on the text. E-mail: kathleenolivier@gosympatica.ca 


Editing, tutoring 

Offered to all students of any bacground by a Concordia 
graduate with the background in psychology of education. 
Special attention for intemational students. Contact: bianca- 
geo@yahoo.com or call (514) 223-3489. 


ESL tutor and paper editing 

Concordia graduate is offering tutoring in English as a sec- 
ond language, and editing of university essays, Contact: 
areepyscorpion@yahoo.com ot at or call (514) 290-2103. 





Other Services 


After School Child Care 

Looking for someone to take care of older kids (7 & 13) from 
2 to 6 .m.,4 days a week (flexible depending on your dass- 
es), plus do cooking and laundry. Near Sherbrooke and 


Student Tax Retums for $14 

CGA candidate, completed B.Comm at Concordia. 3 years 
experience in the field with 24 hour tumover if needed, Call 
Faraz at (514) 924-2954 or (514) 696-2228. 


Quickspeak 

Want to improve your conversational English quickly? One- 
on-one conversation will do it. Buster at (514) 992-0013. 
Seminar presentation preparation 


Concordia English grad can assist students to prepare and 
deliver quality presentations. Sam at (514) 992-0013. 


Canada Shotokan Karate 

Perfect for fitness, stress relief, and self-defence. Two loca- 
tions: Little Burgundy: Only $65 for 10 weeks, practices 
Monday and Wednesday 7pm. Little Burgundy Sports 
Centre, 1825 Notre-Dame West (2 blocks west of Guy) 514- 
932-0800. Contact the instructor, Ryan Hill (514-933-9887). 
Plateau (St Laurent and Ave des Pins) - contact Simon 
Inwood (514-274-6532). 


Sdence grad tutor available 

Experienced, effective and affordable tutor for most 
Chemistry, Biology, Math, Biochemistry (I & Il), and term 
papers.! have tutored dozens of Concordia students success- 
fuly and worked as a Biology TA. Problem solving, past 
midterms and topics review. E-mail: darlook@canada.com. 





Employment 


$8,000 Summer Research Assistantships 

The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network is 
offering 10 third- year undergraduate research assistant- 
ships for the summer of 2004. Applications must be 
received by March 1, 2004 to qualify. Third-year undergrad- 
uate students are invited to apply and encouraged to visit 
http:// www.dimet.ca. For more info, call Katy Pocock, at 
katy@dimet.ca or (519) 850-2930. 


Painting position posted 

Looking for student painting crews for small painting busi- 
ness operating this summer. E-mail sandra_hart16@hot- 
mail.com with CV attached, name and phone number. 


Looking for healthy men 

McGill Dept. of Psychiatry is looking for healthy, alcohol and 
drug-free men (age 18-30;55-90 kg; non-smokers) to par- 
ticipate in a study at McGill about the effects of the medica- 
tion, Dexedrine, on the ability to perform a computer task. 
Contact Dr. Leyton at megillresearch3@hotmail.com. 


Looking for study partidpants 

We are studying cognition and language and the experi- 
ments involve reading words or sentences on a computer 
screen and making simple judgments about them. ext. 
4084 or at leonardo@vax2,concordia.ca. 


Looking for Sisters 

A new study is looking for women, teens and girls who 
would like to be interviewed about their relationship with 
their sister. Please contact Vikki Stark, M.S.W,, (514) 937- 
6116 ext.1 or at vstark@videotron.ca. 


Looking for healthy men 

Montreal Neurological Institute researchers at McGill are 
looking for healthy, alcohol and drug-free, men (age 18-40) 
to participate in a study about the effect of oxygen levels on 
serotonin synthesis in the brain. Contact Dr. Diksic at: magill- 
research@hotmail.com. 


CPR Courses 


Offered through the Concordia University Environmental 
Health and Safety Office, Courses offered monthly in 2004. 
For more information and prices call ext. 4355 and ask for 
Donna Fasciano. All courses are recognized by the Quebec 
Heart and Stroke Foundation. 


University of the Streets Café 


The University of the Streets Café creates gathering places 
for community members to pursue lifelong leaming and 
engagement in the form of collective discussions. For more 
information, call (514) 848-2424 ext. 3967 or log onto 
Attp://univeafe.concordia.ca. 





Unclassified 


Condo to buy 

$185,000. Stunning 2nd floor condo for sale near Gay 
Village. Brick walls, wood floors, large balcony, new win- 
dows. 2 bedrooms (1100 sq. ft total) 10 ft. ceilings. 5 min. 
walk to metro, near all amenities. Calm and quiet. Rear faces 
park and community garden. Patrick (514) 522-9589. 


Room for rent 

Minutes from Loyola Campus, lower duplex, large 5 1/2, fire- 
place, harwoodfirs, charming, shared back yard, $980, May 
1. 484-6260. 


Apartment to rent 

In LaSalle, a spacious 5 1/2, on second floor of a duplex. 
Unfumished, and available July 1. No pets. Electric heating, 
balcony in front and back. Rent to be discussed. Call after 
7pm on weekdays at (514) 365-5619. 


Apartment to rent 

Upper duplex on a tree-lined street in Cote-des-Neiges. 
Convenient to restaurants, shopping and public 
transportation (buses and metro). Clean, excellent condi- 
tion, wood floors, excellent light. 5 rooms, two balconies. 
Call (514) 736-0296 or (514) 731-1985. 


Apartment wanted 
41/2 in eastem NDG or Snowdon. Available around June 1. 
Call Pat at (514) 487-5999, 


Apartment for rent 

Very bright 4.5 available near Loyola Campus, across from 
big park. Semi-furnished, heated. Fridge and Stove indud- 
ed. Close to all amenities. Seeking responsible individual or 
couple. Intemational students welcome. End of May. 
Gynette, (514) 483-4754 or mercier_gynette@yahoo.ca. 


Apartment for rent 

Cozy, bright and dean 1 1/2 located on Lome Crescent, in the 
heart of the McGill ghetto, minutes away from the gym, 
school and all amenities. Available now. $600, all inc. with 
laundry in building. E-mail: amyjohnston_@hotmail.com. 


Apartment to share 

Two private rooms for one person in a big 61/2 apartment 
to share with female professional and her cat. Quiet residen- 
tial neighborhood, easily located. Looking for a mature 
woman, non-smoker. $425 all-included (electricity, heat). 
Negotiable. Gerda at (514) 522-1571 or Syncope@sprint.ca. 


For sale 

New BBQ $45.00, kitchen cabinet (excellent condition) 
$50.00, Singer sewing machine (good condition), window 
coverings - call for size. Prices negotiable, Call: 363-9999 or 
367-4190. 


Cavalier for sale 

Cavalier 1995, $4 495 - 108 000km, 2 doors, first owner, 
good shape. Receipts for all replaced pieces. Sand color. 
Auto-radio-cassette. Boosting cables. Virgo (514) 487-7382 
or virgo@videotron.ca. 


Forsale 

Two new digital receivers for Look Digital television serv- 
ice, Playstation 1 with 2 controllers,1 game with demos, 
Sharp dvd, cd player and Hotpoint dryer. Very affordable 
prices, please call: (514) 223-3489. 


